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There is a Stopwork meeting
for Teachers and Support Staff
on the 13th September. All
teachers and support staff will
be required to attend this
stopwork meeting with their
Unions. On this day we will be
having a half day. School will
finish at 12.15. Most of our
staff are union members so we
will not be able to accomodate
students who cannot go home
after lunch. Therefore we will
close school for half a day.
Please, arrange to retrieve
your children after 12.15 on
this day.

Important Dates
Week 6 1 September maths
game evening NEXT WEEK.

Week 5 27th August Senior
Kapahaka

WanangaWeek 6 3 September
Jnr Kapahaka Wananga

September 13t School Open for
Half a Day

Week 8 Wearable Arts/Drama
Festival

Week 9 Last day of school 25
September

DIQCESE OF
PALMERSTON MJRTH

SPECIAL CITARACTER COMBIUNITY REPORT
]

st Joseph's School is 2 unique faith community vehere staff, 3kanga {learnars) antl whanan sxperivace
“a gynthesis of culture and faith, and a synthasis of faith and Jife” (The Cothnlic Fducetion of School Age
Children, New Zealand Catholic Bishops' Canfarrenre [NZCBC), 2014) through the intenveaving of the
Lhree communities of 5t Josaph's Schaol, the parish of 5t Peter aml the Eucharistic community of 5L
Theresa's ot Tawhiti-a-Maru Marae. The synthesis between faith and eulture 1s the interweaving #thos
of the sehoal. Its strang bi-cultural nature [s a strength of the school,

“The individual and communal spirituality of the schaol community is promaled and nurtured through 2
sansiant awareness ot the prasence of God. Akonga are able to share many instances when they felr
an impartant encovnter with God during their school day. The full welcoming Into the Church of a stafl
memberat Easter is evidenoe of Te Wairua Tapu (The Holy Spiril) aclive within the schaol.

"ﬂje_ splrituality of tamarikd Is also #ncouraged and nurured through classroom pryer and the Larmariki
are particularly respeciful and 1everent whon they gathier. They are familiar with prayer riwals and
‘an_jdenggaﬂzrshlp!s baing drveloped as they okten take un active role within bath class and school
pirmysr expetiences and liturgies. '

"‘ﬂ_ug 3;Iltlpl‘ls_reﬂectfﬂg lis seciesial fature inwhich faith, culture ord life are bought into harmony”
(ﬂ:ﬁf@#@ff&fﬁdﬂtﬂﬂq.ﬂ of Sehoo! Age Children). An example of this is the gathering of tamariki and
f@g{nullﬁ}‘:pu;‘jby-buth school and parish, to Jourmeying together, through sacramental programmes at
Tawhiti-a-Maru Marae. This is best practics, :

The Baard of Trustess it strangly ecommitied ta safeguanding and strengthening the Catholic character
of the school, which they see It a5 a taongs passed down fram generation (o peoeration. The buard
chalr at governance level undarstands, contribules to, and leads the Catholic character of the schoal,
She warks closaly with the Proprietor’s Appointees, who asslst Lz board 7o carry out its oiligations In
regards to Catholic charscter. They provide an important channel of coramunicatian hatween the
schooland Proprietor through regular buard reports and cammunication with the Prupriztor's agent
the Manager, Cathali: Education, Palmerstan North Catholic Education Oifis.

Caths lt:_schuuts “Strive for Educational Excellence” (The Declorativn of the Proprictors of Cutholic
S'Cnnv:s i Mew Zeafand). This teview concurs with the Education Keview Offcle report of 2015 that the
schaal must continue to fowus on ineraasing sludent achievement using assessment dalg to identify the
next sleps in lzarning.

the school parish partnership is dynamic. Fr Tuuthill Is on the Board of Trustass, the parish office is
located un the sehool graunds, the local Sisters of Compassinn have a strang prasence in the school,
and staff members are active in the life of the parish,

Th_ﬂre is ;aiovful atmasphere in the classrooms and dkonga are vibrant, diverse and inquisitive. They
enjoy being nlhalle nged, engaged and gzt of the leamning process. Lessuns observed thot had a renge
of elements, including: inpul, discusslon, activily end raflection were the most produstive,

;I':m:!lets ar¢ becoming mare confident and expiicit in sharing the learing intentions and in turn
Akonga are starting to articulate their learning whh more depth. Teachers are bringing Lheir ovn glfts
and talants 10 the classroom and lessons with musical instruments, ar and Information technology

skills. : %
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Kapahaka Wananga
This year the school would like to
enter two groups to the Kapahaka
Festival in Mahia, Term 4, Week 6. |
believe that we have the necessary
skills in the Junior School (Rm 4 & 5)
and in the Senior School (Rm 1 & 2).
The students will learn disciplines to
the arts in dance, drama and music.
As well as learn how to develop to a
performance level. There is so much
potential in both of these groups and
| am pleased with the enthusiasm
and energy that these students are
giving. We have made our songs part
of our in class learning as students
are able to practise once during
school time each week. The two
teachers for these groups are Melissa
Paul and myself.
The Senior Group Rm 1 & Rm 2 will
be having their Saturday practice on
the 27th, this weekend. Please drop
your child off on Saturday for Whaea
Leonie to practise kapahaka with at
9.30. We will finish about 2.30.
Please send lunch with them. This
will be a fun day as well as a time to
practise as a whole group our bracket
for the Fourth term kapahaka festival
at Mahia. The Juniors will be having
their Saturday practise on the 3rd of
September. Thankyou in advance
parents for getting your child to and
from the school on the day.
Uniforms for Kapahaka
We are revamping the kapahaka
costumes so that every boy and girl
on the day will have a kapahaka
costume that is St Joseph’s. Myself
and a team of ladies have reused alot
of the old uniform to transform them
into a cohesive uniform that is
relevant to the seniors and juniors.
Now we need them sewn up. If you
are a sewer, please contact the office
and let me know if you can help.
Unfortunately there are not many
places where you can buy kapahaka
uniforms from, especially ones that
carry the history and mana of our
school.
Peace and blessings to everyone this
week.
Whaea Leonie




